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GandMJi was arrested on March 13 and sentenced
to six years imprisonment. On June 7, 8, 0 the
A. L C. Q, requested Hakfm Ajmalkhan, the
Ck>ngress President to appoint a Committee to tour
round the country to report "whether Civil
Disobedience in some form, or some other measure
of similar character, should be adopted." The
Committee reported against the starting of mass
civil disobedience on a nationwide scale.
On the question of entry into or boycott of
legislatures, opinion was sharply divided. Hakim
Ajmalkhan, Pandit Motilal Nehru and V. J. Patel
favoured entry into the legislatures, Rajagopala-
chari, Dr. Ansari and Kasturi Ranga lyengar were
for no change and the continuance of the Boycott.
At Gaya, Rajagopalaehari carried the day.
Das resigned Congress Presidentship and started
the Swaraj Party. A great split appeared in-
evitable but the release of Jawaharlal and Abul
Kalam Azad from jail, helped towards readjust-
ment. A special session of the Congress was
summoned at Delhi and Abul Kalam Azad from
the chair helped to bring about a compromise
formula. The resolution was permissive: " Suck
Congressmen as have no religious or conscientious
objections against entering the legislatures are
at liberty to stand as candidates and to exercise
their right of voting at the forthcoming elections.**
But before long, History was to take sweet
revenge.   Fifteen years after, _by a yweer
fate, his great influence was useii
Congress In an opposite direction.